
 
Indiana Land Resources Council Meeting Minutes  
Date: November 19, 2002 
Location:  Office of the Commissioner of Agriculture 
 
Members Present: Members Absent: OCA Staff: 
Joe Pearson John Fernandez Joe Tutterrow  
Bob Guernsey  Maren McGrane 
David Hess   
Eric Kelly 
Mary McConnell  
Riely O’Connor 
Sam Smith 
Don Strietelmeier 
 
Assistant Commissioner Joe Pearson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Bob Guernsey motioned and 

Mary McConnell seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the September 17, 2002 meeting 
minutes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Dr David Skjaerlund, Executive Director of the Rural Partners of Michigan, was scheduled to make a 

presentation but will have to reschedule due to personal illness. 
 
Don Strietelmeier gave a presentation on the concept of an “Indiana Agricultural Land Preservation” 

program.  (Handout)  After the presentation, Strietelmeier motioned that the ILRC “adopt the 
framework of this program as a legislative proposal and that the chair appoint representatives of the 
council and others as needed to develop a draft copy and take appropriate action in order that this may 
be considered by the upcoming session of the Indiana Legislature.”  Bob Guernsey seconded the 
motion. 

 
Discussion by the council modified the motion to include the following: 
§ Request Legislative Services Agency (LSA) to develop a draft version of this legislation that 

could be used to motivate discussion and feedback.  This draft will be used to solicit support and 
input from stakeholders and potentially affected interests.   

§ Before additional action takes place, the draft proposal needs to come back to the ILRC for 
review.  This includes any funding or incentive components of the proposal.   

§ This proposal will include farm and forest land.   
§ It was suggested to include a “2-step process.  Step 1 – Local landowners would petition to 

develop and recognize agriculture protection districts.  Step 2 – The property within the designated 
district become eligible for the program. 

§ It was suggested that the program should include “circuit breaker” protection. 
 

The proposal should include the following components: 
§ Clarification of the voluntary nature of this program. 
§ Include a “legal and binding” contract with the terms clearly defined. 
§ Identify minimum qualifications to make land eligible to enroll. 
§ Provide overview of program administration. 
§ Identify funding sources needed. 
§ Identify incentives 

 
After discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Mary McConnell presented information on a legislative proposal that is being developed by the Indiana 

Chapter of the Nature Conservancy.  It is titled “Our Land, Our Water, Our Way of Life… Forever 
Indiana”.  (Handout) 

 
Eric Kelly motioned and Dave Hess seconded the motion that the ILRC “support the concept” of the 

proposal.  After discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mike Ferree, representing Purdue Extension and the Purdue Land Use Team, gave an update on the training 
program that is being planned for 2003. 

 
Bob McCormick, Purdue Planning with POWER, distributed a new publication, ID-260, on Land Use and 

the relationship between land use decisions and the impacts on water quality and natural resources.  
(Handout) 

 
Steve Morris, IDNR-Division of Outdoor Recreation & Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission, 

provided a report on the update of the Corridor Management Plan that was last completed in 1993.  
Morris also provided information on the 2003 “Mid-America Trails and Greenways Conference” that 
is being held in Indianapolis.  The conference organizers would like the Land Resources Council to 
support this function and be listed as a sponsor.  They are not seeking financial sponsorship from the 
Council.  Eric Kelly motioned and Mary McConnell seconded the motion to officially support this 
event.  The motion passed unanimously.  (Handout) 

 
Brad Lee and Don Jones, Purdue University Agriculture Economics, led a discussion on decentralized 

wastewater systems industry in Indiana.  Lee gave a PowerPoint presentation and referenced the Draft 
White Paper he co-authored on this topic titled “Statewide Licensure of Decentralized Wastewater 
Treatment System Industry Professionals”.  Among discussion points were: 
§ The need for funding and the possibility of establishing a state revolving fund to address this issue. 
§ The need for training and certification of installers and maintainers. 
§ The issue of countywide sewer districts. 
§ The need for soil suitability to be a factor with land use decisions. 
§ The possibility of inspection of septic systems at transfer of ownership. 

 
After discussion all council members agreed by consensus to seek the creation of a task force, ideally 
through the Governor’s office, that would be charged with the development of recommendations 
regarding training and certification of the decentralized wastewater treatment industry.  These 
recommendations would then come before the ILRC for final consideration and recommendations.  It 
was understood that this process could take at least one year. 
 
Mary McConnell motioned and Bob Guernsey seconded the motion to approve Lee’s White Paper on 
Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Systems and place it on the ILRC web site. 

 
The Council discussed the draft White Paper on Indiana Agriculture that has been written by Kevin 

McNamara, Purdue Ag. Economics.  Several questions were raised. and comments including: 
§ We need to be clear and consistent in our definitions. 
§ Is it “raw data” or does it include a value-added tier? 
§ Some of the numbers seem to be inconsistent (i.e. $2.3 billion of Indiana gross state product in 

2000 on page 1; $5.2 million work of agricultural products in 1997) the numbers need to be 
verified. 

§ How much of the food $ does the farmer receive? 
§ What is the value of the fruit and vegetable component? 
§ Are we comparing data from constant years? 
§ What is the Ag Census process? 
Joe Tutterrow will get back with McNamara for follow-up. 



 
 
Joe Tutterrow provided updates for the following programs: 
§ 2002 Farm Bill – a summary of programs in Indiana is being developed 
§ Federal Farmland Protection Program status in Indiana 
§ Comparing data (NRI, I.U.P.U.I., Purdue Ag. Statistics) 
§ American Farmland Trust Grant 

- Indiana Farmland Protection Video 
- 2003 Ultimate Farmland Tour 

§ 2003 Training & Education Initiative 
 
The tentative meeting schedule for 2003 was discussed.  All meetings will be scheduled on Tuesday from 
10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

January 21  
March 18 
May 20 
July 22 
September 16 
November 18 

 
With no further business, Joe Pearson adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m. local time. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Joe Tutterrow 


